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St. Anthony Says . . . 
“If God’s protection were always to hand, we 
would believe less that we needed it; it is useful 
if it is sometimes withdrawn, that a man may 
show that he is nothing without it.  Behold of God 
our protector and look upon the face of thy 
Christ.  Do not look upon our sins, Father, but 
look upon the face of thy Christ, which because 
of our since was swollen with blows and tears, 
and smeared with spittle, to reconcile us sinners 
to you.  So that you may spare us, he shows you 
his face bruised with blows, that you may look 
upon it, and, as you look, have mercy on us who 
were the cause of his Passion.” 
 
Fraternity Schedule 
 
MARCH 
4 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
11 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
18 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
21 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL Christ the King 
        Prayer – Helen Meeting will be by Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 27) – Paula 
28 – PALM SUNDAY 
 
APRIL 
2 – GOOD FRIDAY 
4 – EASTER 
11 – DIVINE MERCY 
11 – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL  
18 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Steve Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 28) –  
        Treats -   
 
MAY 
9 – MOTHER’S DAY 
13 -  ASCENSION  
16 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:30, FRH, PL  
16 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer – Wendy  
         Ongoing Formation (chapt 29) –  
          Treats – Mary 
 
 
 

 
23 – PENTECOST 
31 – MEMORIAL DAY 
 

Franciscan of the Month              
On March 23 we celebrate the feast of Saint 
Catherine of Genoa (1447-1510).  Born into a 
noble family, at 13 she attempted to become a 
nun but was rejected because of her young age.  
She married a nobleman at age 16 who proved 
to be selfish and unfaithful.  In response 
Catherine reformed her life and became an 
influential example for her husband.  Financial 
difficulties forced them to live in a large hospital 
in Genoa, where husband and wife dedicated 
themselves to works of charity.  Catherine took 
over management of the hospital after her 
husband’s death.  She worked hard at this job to 
the day of her death.  She was canonized in 
1737. 
 
Mission Statement 
We strive to make present in our life the charism of St. 
Francis within our family, fraternity, community, and in 
the life and mission of the Church, through a life of 
renewal and growth in the Spirit.  At fraternity gatherings, 
we foster an active participation of each member in the life 
of the fraternity to experience community by: a deep 
personal and communal knowledge of the Lord Jesus and 
one another through prayer, the sharing of insights and 
ways of applying the gospel life to our everyday                         
experiences, through on-going formation, and our faith 
sharing, as well as through our monthly newsletter and 
many ministries.  
 

Change 
is brought to mind as the harsh Minnesota winter 
grudgingly gives way to a gradual spring.  Our 
climate really does alert us to the passing nature 
of all earthly things.  That is useful knowledge, 
for it helps us distinguish between those passing 
matters that need not absorb us and those vital 
concerns that should consistently be on our 
minds.  Surely our Franciscan calling belongs on 
the “permanent” list.         Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
                     

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        
 
         February Fraternity Meeting Report    

 

Twelve professed members and Fr. Jim Van Dorn met via Zoom for our February meeting. Minister 
Steve Schier opened the meeting with the secular Franciscan prayer for vocations. Paula Spranger 
led fraternity prayer on conversion and Steve facilitated our discussion on chapter 26 of To Live as 
Francis Lived, on liturgy and the Eucharist. Fraternity members shared how much they miss 
gathering as a community to celebrate Eucharist. In a short business meeting the treasurer’s report 
was given and Wendy Parks shared that she has completed orientation with Sue Sadah and Carol 
Swensen. They will be ready for the Rite of Welcoming. We hope to be able to use a hybrid model 
for our April meeting, combining Zoom and in person attendance. We would like to do the 
welcoming for Sue and Carol at that time. Our next meeting will be via Zoom, on Mar. 21 at 3 pm.  
 
Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship 
Once again, our Jesuit pope has turned to St. Francis of Assisi for inspiration and the title of 
his latest encyclical. In the introduction, Pope Francis writes: “Of the counsels Francis 
offered, I would like to select the one in which he calls for a love that transcends the barriers 
of geography and distance…to acknowledge, appreciate, and love each person, regardless 
of physical proximity, regardless of where he or she was born or lives. …Wherever he went, 
he sowed seeds of peace and walked alongside the poor, the abandoned, the infirm and the 
outcast, the least of his brothers and sisters.” 
 
Francis goes on to discuss trends in the world today that concern him. He sees the erosion of global 
cooperation, this resulting mainly in concentrating wealth in ways that impact the poor and damage 
the earth by overconsumption. He decries the throw-away culture that allows us to discard 
unwanted people, the unborn, the elderly, the poor. He notes the lack of human rights that arise 
from the profit-based economic model, mentioning human trafficking and women’s rights. While we 
have seen many advances in science, technology, and medicine, we also see a moral decline and 
weak spiritual values that result in unequal distribution of resources, starvation, and a lack of 
concern by those who have for those who have not. The pandemic has exacerbated the inequalities. 
Pope Francis discusses the rise of populism and the lack of compassion for migrants, the limiting of 
aid to developing nations, the closing in of our vision due to fear and racism. He also discusses the 
deterioration of our communication, campaigns of hatred that have risen from online groups, and the 
lack of genuine dialogue that stifles the growth of wisdom. 
Pope Francis says, however, that the dark clouds that appear on the world’s horizons do not blot out 
pathways of hope that are emerging. The pandemic has helped us to realize how interconnected our 
lives are and he notes the many heroes who have stepped forward in response to the needs. He 
encourages us to become people of hope. 
The entire second chapter of the encyclical is a reflection on the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 
The parable encourages us to reflect both upon the tendency to deny the needs of our fellow 
humans and the response of compassion and generosity to the stranger. Francis offers this counsel:  
 
“Let us seek out others and embrace the word as it is, without fear of pain or a sense of 
inadequacy, because there we will discover all the goodness that God has planted in human 
hearts”.  
 
Mary Higgins, secretary/JPIC 


